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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

The Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of candor and good faith required of each individual associated with 
the filing and prosecution of a U.S. patent application. Applicants hereby disclose the references 
listed on the attached form PTO/SB/08A. Applicants request that these documents be 
considered and made of record in this application. 

This application is a divisional of patent application Serial No. 09/476,442, filed 
December 30, 1999, which application is relied on for an earlier effective filing date under 
35 U.S.C.§120. A copy of JP 63-124659 is enclosed. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R.§1.98(d)(l), copies 
of the remaining references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 A are not provided herein, but have 
been previously provided and/or cited in the co-pending application. 



Art Unit: 1753 
Examiner: K. Olsen 



Serial No. Unknown Filed: Herewith 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing of the first 
Office Action on the merits in this 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d) application, and no certification imder 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) is believed required. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Staternent shall not be construed to be an admission that the references disclosed are, or are 
considered to be, material to patentabihty as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

If any fees are determined to be due in connection with this filing, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge payment of such fees to Deposit Account No. 23-1925. 



Respectfiilly submitted. 



^awrence A. Sieward 
Attomey Reg. No. 32,309 

LAS/cbw 

Attachments: Form PTO/SB/08A 
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□ PTO/SB/08A (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002, OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Ofilce: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


Not Yet Assigned 


Filing Date 


Herewith 


First Named Inventor 


Rahgbir Singh Bhuilar, et al. 


Group Art Unit" 


1753 


Examiner Name 


K. Olsen 


Sheet 1 . of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


9793/139 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. ^ 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns. Lines. 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Kind Code ^ 
Number (if known) 




1 


4.514.276 




Covington et al. 


04/30/1985 






2 


4,966,671 




Nylander et al. 


10/30/1990 






3 


4,985,130 




Hale 


01/15/1991 






4 


5,130,009 




Marsoner et al. 


07/14/1992 






5 


5,223,114 




Zare et al. 


06/29/1993 






6 


5.741.639 




Ensing et al. 


04/21/1998 






7 


5,762.770 




Pritchard et al. 


06/09/1998 






8 


6.134.461 




Say et al. 


'10/17/2000 
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6.143.164 




Heller et al. 


11/07/2000 





























































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. ' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns. Lines, 
Where Relevant 

Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 




Kind Code * 
Office ' Number * (if known) 
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WO 


97/18464 


1 


Memtec America 
Corporation 


05/22/1997 




N 




11 


EP 


0780692 


A2 


ABB Research Ltd. 


06/25/1997 




N 




12 


EP 


0827177 


A2 


NGK Insulators, Ltd 


03/04/1998 




N 




13 


JP 


63-124659 






06/27/2003 




Y 

























































EXAMINER 




DATE 




SIGNATURE 




CONSIDERED 





♦EXAMFNER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

' Unique citation designation number ' See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. ' Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 1 6 if 
possible. ^ Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time.will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Ofiicer, U.S. Patent and trademark Office, Washington, 
DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. Washington. DC 20231 . 



